




Karen Joan McAtamney
Address

83 Northgate Street

Telephone
01284 725103 (day)



Bury St Edmunds



07870 217861 (mobile)



IP33 1HY







Driving licence
Full, GB


Email 

karen@wonderfuldreams.me.uk
Experience

Solicitor - SEN Legal – July 2008 – December 2018
· Fee-earning work in all areas covered by the practice, including developing new areas of work and taking on cases that were “different” or complex in some way: 

· First-tier Tribunal – appeals about special educational needs (refusal to assess, refusal to issue, appeals about content

· Appeals from the FTT to the Upper Tribunal and the Court of Appeal

· Judicial Review claims – both education and social care 

· Court of Protection work – including applications for Deputyship

· Public law children – defending care proceedings where the case involves interlinked SEN issues 

· Social Services – obtaining a suitable level of support for disabled children and their families. 

· NHS Continuing Healthcare 

· Supporting university students in bringing Disability Discrimination cases against their universities

· Disability Discrimination Claims against Schools

· Access to Work applications 

· This included drafting every sort of document conceivable; grounds of appeal, statements of case, quasi Skeleton Arguments, letters to clients & opponents. 

· It also included a high level of contact with clients, counsel, expert witnesses and opponents by telephone and some advocacy, mostly interim hearings conducted by telephone, as well as the occasional final hearing. 
· I hold Higher Rights of Audience (April 2011) in the Civil Courts. 

· Compliance Office for Finance and Administration – Jan 2013 – Dec 2018 
· Complaints handling

· Supervision and training of other fee earners – including Trainee Solicitors
· General management of the office on a day to day basis; ensuring compliance with deadlines. For many years I was only qualified Solicitor other than the Principal Solicitor. 
· Trouble-shooting, assisting colleagues with tricky issues; able to pick things up and rectify them, covering for colleagues who were away. 
Director and Trustee – BiCon Continuity – November 2011 to date 

Persuaded attendees at the UK’s national bisexual conference ( BiCon) that a limited company provided a better means of protecting community money than the status quo. Many attendees were/are mistrustful of formal systems, so getting agreement was not initially straightforward. Set up the limited company with a group of willing trustees and members. In 2014 we became a charity and I continue as a Director and Trustee dealing with the administration – Charities Commission, Companies House amongst other tasks. 
Trainee Solicitor/ Paralegal – SEN Legal – March 2006 – June 2008
I was initially responsible for drafting Appeals and soon gained skills and knowledge to undertake more complex drafting and increase my level of client contact. I quickly became responsible for the High Court work and effectively had conduct of the parental case in Bedfordshire County Council vHaslam & Ors [2008] EWHC 1070 (Admin)
Company Secretary – Village Fabrics Ltd – December 2001 to date 

This is a retail shop selling fabrics for quilting and related items. I have run the payroll since 2003 and deal with the accounts each year. In the past I ran the website, drove a Luton van to shows, served customers, painted the shop and wrote instructions for making quilts. 
Secretary – Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency – November 2002 – March 2006
This involved arranging meetings, audio and copy typing, answering queries via telephone and email, filing, scanning documents, ordering the stationery, dealing with minor IT matters, making arrangements for new staff, making best use of the available storage space as well as interrogating and updating a custom-built database. 

Education, selected Training and Qualifications
April 2011

Higher Rights of Audience (Civil Proceedings)

September 2009
SRA Management Course Stage 2

September 2008
SRA Management Course Stage 1
September 2007
Professional Skills Course 

2003-2005

College of Law, Store Street (now known as the University of Law)
June 2005

Post-graduate Diploma in Law - Legal Practice Course 

1999-2002

Merton College, Oxford.

June 2002

2.1 BA Hons Jurisprudence.
March 2000

2.1 in Moderations in Constitutional, Criminal and Roman Law.

1997-1999

Queen Mary’s College, Basingstoke.

June 1999

‘A’ Levels-Economics (A), History (A), Business Studies (B), French (B).

1992-1997

The Hurst Community School, Baughurst.

June 1997

GCSE 5A* (English Language, Double Science, Technology, Business Studies)

4A (English Literature, Mathematics, French, Humanities)

1B (History).

April 1997

RSA Text Processing I Part 1-Pass.

March 1997

Young Enterprise Europe Examination-Credit.

Academic Awards

February 2001

Fowler Prize for work in Collections (internal exams) in Contract and Trusts Law.

November 1997
Headmaster’s Prize for excellent GCSE results.

November 1997
William Penney Physics Prize.

December 1996
School Colour for Academic Achievement.

Computing
Experienced at using computers; proficient in Windows operating systems, Word, Excel, internet applications and email clients. Knowledge of Access, PowerPoint, HTML, CSS and some experience with Macs. Typing speed of at least 65 wpm.

Voluntary Sector Experience
Guiding
I was involved with Girlguiding for many years, gaining the Queen’s Guide Award, which is the highest earned award, in 2006. I took the qualification that authorises me to take girls camping in August 2004, which gave me experience in managing volunteers much older than me. I was a leader with two separate groups of girls aged between ten and fifteen between September 1996 and March 2006 where I was responsible for planning and organising the weekly meetings. 

Referees
Details available upon request.

